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Top humanitarian credits others

By Matt Chiappardi girl with a severe wpinal cord
Staff Writer injury that forever influenced

Hightstown resident and president/CEO of
Children®*s Specialized Hospital Amy Mansue
wanted to help people with disabilities since she

was a child, but being a
doctor or caretaker was not
an option.

“I was no good at care-
taking.,” Ms. Mansue. 45.
of Powell Court. said this
week, T was no good at
the clinical stutl. I didn’t
have the patience. | like to
see things happen and see
them happen quickly.”

What Ms. Mansue did
have a talent for was ad-
ministrative and leadership
skills. and she used  that
ability to forge a successtul
carcer n health  policy.,
working for former gover-
nors Jim Florio and James
McGreevey. the latter as his deputy chiel of staff.

By 2003. Ms. Mansue was appointed 1o lead
Children’s Specialized Hospital. an alfihate pedi-
atric medical facility with the Robert Wood John-
son system with seven locations in New Jersey.
The hospital treats medical conditions such as
brain and spinal cord injuries, premature birth,
autism, developmental delays and life-changing
illnesses.

This past month, she was honored by the
American Conference on Diversity as one of the
state’s top humanitarians.
Other honorees were Den-
nis Bone, president of Veri-
zon New Jersey Inc.; and
Jerry lIzenberg, columnist
emeritus for the Star-Led-
ger.

“If you look at the list
of honorees. it’s very hum-
bling,” Ms. Mansuc said.
“I'm very honored. but 1
would say this award is not
about me but about the
amazing people who work
at the hospital.”

Ms. Mansue grew up in
Plainsboro. Her mother was
an art teacher, and her fa-
ther taught history at High- _
tstown High School for 20 years.

While growing up, Ms. Mansue befriended a
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the career puth she wunted to
take.

“I saw that there were bar-
riers that prevented her living
the same kind ol life (pcople
without disabilities) do
through no fault of her own.”
Ms. Mansue said.

Ms. Mansue attended the
University ol Alabamu, re-
ceiving bachelor’s and mas-
ter's degrees in social work.

After her higher educa-
tion, she moved to Washing-
ton, D.C.. and began working
for Gov. Florio as a legislative
assistant for health and health
care-rclated issues when the
former governor was i con-
gressman.,

“I've always been very in-
terested in the whole process
of how policy happens.”™ she
said.

She cventually landed a
job in the state Department of
Human Services as a deputy
COMMISSIONCT OVersecing pro-
grams for children, people
with developmental  disabili-
ties. mental hcalth and Medi-
caid.

She worked for four years
in the private sector as CEO
of Health Insurance Plan of
New York between 1994 and
JUUS.

By the carly part of this
decade. while deputy chiel of
stall to Gov. McGreevey, Ms.
Mansue decided to put her
name in the running when
Children’s Specialized Hospi-
tal was searching for a new
leader.

“I"d been on the board in
the mid-90s and threw my hat
in the ring on a whim.” Ms.
Muansue said. “Now I've heen
with this amazing organiza-
tion for six and a half years.”

The  hospital  treated
17.350 patients in 2009, Ms.
Manwwe samd. It also was
named as the top place to
work in the health-care indus-
try in 2008 by NJ Biz. maga-
zine and one of the top 100
health-care ¢mployers in the
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country by Modern Healthcare
magazine.

While Ms. Mansue ac-
knowledges her talent for ad-
ministration, she also  gives
credit to the hospital’s success
10 the many doctors, nurses
and staff who work with pa-
tients on a dailly basis,

“IU's amazing 10 see the
people I get to work with ev-
ery single day,” she said.
“Those chnicians have the ca-
pacity to care and give hope to
children on a daily basis. To
sce their courage and how in-
volved they are with their pa-
tients, no matter how sick they
are, takes your breath away.”

mchiappardi @
centraljersey.com

‘It's amazing to see
the people I get to
work with every sin-
gle day. Those clini-
cians have the capac-
ity to care and give
hope to children on
a daily basis.’
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Amy Mansue

Amy Mansue, president & CEO, pops into a
physical therapy session with Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital patient Christian Panarese.
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